SLSC26 Advisor
Orientation

December 9, 2026 at 6 PM ET
December 10, 2026 at 10 AM ET
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Agenda

«Important Dates and Deadlines
- Conference Agenda ==
* Registration Information and Supervision SkillsUSA .
Hotels, Venues, Parking, and Meals

* What to Expect: Onsite registration, Hotel
Check In, Opening Ceremony, Closing

Ceremony gWIU
- Competition Preparation
 Leadership Opportunities for Students

 Other Conference Activities




Important Dates and Deadlines

- January 1 — Registration opens

*February 1 -

- State Officer, Glam Squad, and Social Media
Ambassador Applications Due

* Full contest schedule released
 February 13 — Registration deadline

 February 20 — Courtesy Corps Paperwork Due,
Accommodations Request due

e February 24 & 25 — Championships Orientation
for Advisors (virtual)

* February 27 — Hotel Reservation Deadline

- February 28 — State Awards and Recognition
Deadline
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Important Dates and Deadlines

March 1 -

* Oversized Vehicle and Bus Parking Due
- Day Pass Sales Open for Supporters

Marc
Marc
Marc

N 2 — 20 — Online testing window
N 6 — Registration Payment Deadline

N 24 —

- Name changes and substitutions deadline
- ADA/Dietary Needs deadline

*March 30 — April 2 — SLSC26!

——
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NLSC Dates and Deadlines

« April 2 — immediately following the Closing
Ceremony, gold medalists who plan to attend
NLSC26 and their advisors must attend o

meeting at the Hyatt. Meeting will end no later
than 1 PM.

» April 8 = NLSC26 Virtual Orientation Meeting
* April 22 — Registration and Rooming List Due
*May 8 — Payment Deadline

«June 1 -5 — NLSC26 in Atlanta

——
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Conference Agenda

MONDAY, MARCH 30

2 PM to 6 PM — Onsite registration and packet Ski]ls[ﬁ®
pickup

6 PM — Venue doors open for Opening

Ceremony

6:30 PM - Theatre doors open for Opening
Ceremony

7 PM — Opening Ceremony
11 PM — State Curfew




Conference Agenda

TUESDAY, MARCH 31
/ AM to 4 PM —

 Transportation to contest venues from hotels
 Advisor Lounge — Hyatt and POCC
-« Competitions (contest start and end times vary)

9 AM to 2 PM — Career Expo

10 AM — Community Service Project,
Professional Development Sessions

3
5
11

PM — Delegate Sessions/ Meet the Candidate
"M to 8 PM — Meet the Employer Career Fair

PM — State Curfew
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Conference Agenda

WEDNESDAY, APRIL1
/ AM to 4 PM —

 Transportation to contest venues from hotels
 Advisor Lounge — Hyatt and POCC
-« Competitions (contest start and end times vary)

9 AM to 2 PM — Career Expo

10 AM — Community Service Project,
Professional Development Sessions

3
6
11

°M — Delegate Sessions
°M to 10 PM — Champions’ Festival

PM — State Curfew
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Conference Agenda

THURSDAY, APRIL 2
7:30 AM — Doors open for Closing Ceremony =
8:30 AM — Closing Ceremony begins SkallsUSA .

Immediately after — NLSC26 Delegation
Meeting

1 PM or earlier — travel home!




Questions?

Next Topics:
Registration and Supervision
Hotels, Venues, Parking, and Meals



Registration and Supervision

 Registration Opens: January |
 Registration Closes: February 13 =

* $150 per registrant SkillsUSA\ .
* $50 per Courtesy Corps Member

. Re?ister at least one Advisor per school who
will serve as a chaperone for your students ng
- All attendees must have credentials.

- Chaperone:Student ratio is determined by school
and/or district policies.

 Primary supervision is the responsibility of each
school.

« Submit Chaperone Certification Form and Code of
Conduct forms.

YOUR FUTURE
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Registration

* Register online at register.skillsusa.org

- Students must be joined as members prior to
February 1to be eligible to compete.

 Registration Types

* Contestant, Model, Advisor, Participant, Courtesy
Corps

* Detailed instructions in SLSC26 Guide, page 7

» All registrants entered online at 11:59 PM on
February 13 is considered registered for the
conference and your school is responsible for
payment. No drops for a refund after the
deadline.
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Payment

 Due March 6

e Bookkeeper Helpful Info Sheet download in
SLSC26 Guide

-Include invoice number(s) on payments!

 Mail checks to the Jacksonville address

* Be sure checks are made out to SkillsUSA Florida in
Jax and not SkillsUSA Inc in VA.

- Pay by credit card:
https://square.link/u/DOgKSQZj

e« A 2.5% administrative fee is added to each
transaction.

——
SkillsUSA .
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https://www.skillsusafl.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/SLSC26-Bookkeeper-Helpful-Info.pdf
https://square.link/u/D0gKSQZj

Visitors and Supporters

-Day Pass — $35 - access to competitions at the
Hyatt and POCC on March 31 and April 1 ==

- Conference Name Badge — $150 - access to all SkillsUS\ .
conference activities from March 30 through
April 2, including all ceremonies

- Closing Ceremony Tickets — $25 - access to .
the Closing Ceremony on April 2. L’/tal"lz“""

* No tickets available for Opening Ceremony

 Download an information sheet from the
SLSC26 Guide to share

» Sales begin March 1 at https://skillsusafl.square.site/
and also available onsite

YOUR FUTURE
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https://www.skillsusafl.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/SLSC26-Visitor-Access-to-Conference.pdf
https://skillsusafl.square.site/

Conference Hotels

- Hyatt Regency * Marriott Jacksonville
Jacksonville Riverfront Downtown
+$199/night *$149/night
«$20/night parking - $36/night parking
/50 rooms available «50 rooms available

e Rooms are first come, first served.

e Complete hotel rooming list and submit to hotel contacts by
February 27, 2026.

e Arrange payment and tax exemption directly with the hotel.

e Parents and supporters: contact the State Office for booking info

——: 0
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Conference Venues

- Hyatt Regency Jacksonville Riverfront

« Champions’ Festival, Professional Development, Advisor
Social/Lunch/Lounge, Closing Ceremony, Onsite ==
Registration, Delegates, Meet the Employer SLill

sUSA..

- Prime Osborn Convention Center (POCC)
« Community Service Project, Advisor Lounge, CareerExpo _J S

« Tulsa Welding School
 FSCJ Deerwood
e Caliber Collision

Chamov

YOUR FUTURE
2025-2026

SCAN HERE FOR
CONTEST LOCATIONS: E




Parking

* Hyatt Regency
» $20/night for overnight guests

- $10 per day for non-hotel guests ($11 CC)
- Purchase onsite the CHAD

e Marriott

» $36/night for overnight guests (valet only)

- Surface lot adjacent - $20/night, but not run by
hotel and cannot be added to hotel bill

* Prime Osborn

 No cost for passenger vehicles during event.

. $150/event for oversized vehicles/buses
* Registration due by March 1

» All other venues — no cost for parking

——
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Food and Meals

* Provided for registrants:
- Contestants and Models — lunch on required competition

days ==
SkallsUS\ .

- All badge holders — dinner at Champions’ Festival

- Advisors — Awards Lunch/Breakfast on Tuesday or
Wednesday; coffee/light snacks in Advisor Lounge

« Purchase options:

 Hyatt: Food truck-style options, $17 per meal voucher
- Tuesday and Wednesday Lunch only.

 Marriott: Various grab and go

- POCC: full meals available for purchase from
concessions

- Downtown restaurant suggestions in SLSC26 Guide
* Please do not bring outside food into any meeting space!

4




Questions?

Next Topics:
What to Expect: Onsite Registration, Hotel Check-in, Opening Ceremony
Contest Preparation and Information



What to Expect

Onsite Registration
-2 PM to 6 PM on March 30
- Hyatt Regency 2" Floor Skybridge =

-1-2 advisors per school, only. Students can congregate in the SkallsUS\ .
lobby or the 3™ floor foyer. Avoid congesting the area.

- Courtesy Corps, State Officer Candidates, Glam Squad, _
Social Media Ambassadors: will be provided instructions

- Receive:
- d copy of your roster
- dll name badges and lanyards
- t-shirts, pins, and other items
- Bring:
- Code of Conduct Forms
- Any outstanding payments

4




What to Expect

Hotel CheckIn
« Bus Drop off — ==

- Hyatt: Newnan Street SkillsUSA
« Marriott: Water Street

« Checkin on the first floor of each hotel at the
front desk

- Official check in time is 4 PM; contact the hotel gw
for early arrival information F

« Verify payment information with the hotel in
advance

- Determine whether the hotel will require a credit
card at check in for parking or other incidentals.




What to Expect

Opening Ceremony
-Florida Theatre ==
-March 30, 7 PM to 8:30 PM SkillsUSA

- Venue doors open at 6 PM
- Theatre doors open at 6:30 PM
- Show starts at 7 PM

- Special entertainment, State level awards and g/‘amplﬂm
recognitions, Chapter Excellence Program YouR FuTLRE
recipients, and last-minute updates and
announcements

- Chapter t-shirts and spirit items are encouraged,;
official attire is not required.




Competition Preparation

* Technical Standards — accessible by students and
professionals on SkillsUSA Pathful.

- Outlines standards/competencies tested at national competition.

- Used as a guide to plan state competitions.

e Contest Updates — any significant changes to the Tech
Standards for state contests
« Skillsusafl.org/updates
 Not all contests will have an update — defer to Tech Standards

« May include supply lists, project information, or other important
details to know about competitions at SLSC26

- Students and Advisors are responsible for anything posted as an
update

» State General Rules and Regulations — governing rules and
regulations for state competitions, including attire
exceptions, team substitutions, eligibility, and more.

——
SkillsUSA .
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Accommodations Request

» The SkillsSUSA Florida Championships team will make
every effort to provide ossistonce/paccommodotions as
appropriate to create equitable opportunities and a ==
level playing field for all contestants. No assistance is SLallsUS\
provided that could be interpreted as giving a i
contestant an unfair advantage.

« Complete the form in the SLSC26 Guide by February 20.

- Accommodations Provided to All Participants:

* ASL interpreters at the Opening Session and Closing
Ceremony

» Wheelchair ramps and other ADA-accessible access to all
events and activities

- Vegan, vegetarian, and other dietary accommodations upon
prior notification and request.




Written Exams

* REQUIRED FOR ALL CONTESTANTS: SkillsUSA
Professional Development Assessment

* REQUIRED FOR MOST CONTESTANTS: Technical
Assessment related to competition. Refer to
the Tech Standards for specific contest
iInformation.

EXEMPT FROM TESTING: Models

* TESTING IN PERSON AT SLSC: Middle school
contestants

——
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Written Exams

* Facilitated through NOCTI

* Testing Window: March 2 at 8 AM ET through
March 20 at 6 PM ET.

 Testing dates account for spring break — be
sure to account for school closures when
planning testing

* Proctors are required, no remote testing
allowed. Proctor requirements linked in
conference guide.

——
SkillsUSA .
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Attire Expectations & Exceptions

- Safety is the highest priority in any contest. Clothing must
meet or exceed the safety standards of the competition.

« Attire may be worn without the SkillsUSA or related logos at

the state contest, provided the clothing item otherwise ==
meets the standards (including color). Examples: _
« A plain white polo may be substituted for the official SkillSUSA white SkillsUSA .

polo shirt in Class E and F attire, provided it is plain white with no
logos, colored buttons, accents, or stitching.

- Contestants may wear official attire without a blazer or
windbreaker ’

» Plain royal blue scrubs may be worn in lieu of the official SkillsSUSA
blue scrubs in Class B attire.

- Any brand of pants/ slacks and/ or work shirt is acceptable for any
contest if it meets safety and color.

- A plain black or white chef's coat is acceptable in lieu of the official
SkillsUSA chef coat.

« Any logos or names (i.e., school name) must be securely covered
before entering the contest area.




What to Expect

At the start of competition:

- Competitors will check in at the time and location
listed in the conference app

- Orientation and instructions will be provided : ==
onsite. Tools and materials may be checked. If SkillsUSA .
required, students will receive workstation
assignments or appointment times.

- Some competitions require participation all day, .
while some are only for a limited part of the day. g/,am[w”u
- All day: lunch is delivered to the contest area T g

- Appointment time: lunch is provided in a central
location for pick up

- Completion times listed are approximate. All contests should
be complete by 4 PM each day.

- Judges will provide instructions to contestants at
orientation.




What to Expect

During Competition:
- Competitors will receive a project related to their
contest and instructions on how to complete the project.

- Examples: Timed exercise, response to a prompt, simulated =
situation, plans to build/recreate, etc. SkallsUSA .
- Judges will score based on a set of criteria, not scoring
by competitors against one another. ———

- Advisors and other attendees are prohibited from
communicating with students during competition or
breaks — violations risk disqualification.

- Emergency? Contact the judges or state staff.

- Access to competitions as an observer is not
guaranteed, and will be based on safety, integrity,
logistics, and judge preference. Any disruptors may be
removed from the contest area and/or the conference.




What to Expect

After Competition:

- Judges may provide a debrief or general feedback
related to the competition.

- Specific scoring or feedback is not provided during a
contest debirief.

- A Debrief is not optional to attend and is a required
component of the competition if one is offered. Failure
to participate may result in penalty or disqualification. ’

- Detailed scorecards are available online 1-2 weeks
following the Closing Ceremony. Competitors can
access scorecards with their contestant number and
date of birth. Be sure to make note of contestant
numbers!

- Detailed/specific feedback is typically not available on

scorecards. Criteria is listed with the score attained, along
with the highest, lowest, and average score for each criteria.

——
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Questions?

Next Topics:
Student Leadership Opportunities
More Conference Activities



Student Leadership
Opportunities- State Officer

- Student leaders who develop their leadership,
communication, and service orientation skills

through a variety of opportunities and training Q] [ﬁ
S o

during their year of service.

- Facilitation, advocacy, public speaking,
competition and conference support, and
many other roles

 Expenses are paid to SkillsUSA events

« Applications due by February 1 — Review the
Program Guide or contact State Office Trainer
Tyler Sahlin at leadership@skillsusafl.org for
more information.



https://www.skillsusafl.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/State-Officer-Program-Guide-2026-2027.pdf
https://www.skillsusafl.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/State-Officer-Program-Guide-2026-2027.pdf
mailto:leadership@skillsusafl.org

Student Leadership
Opportunities- Delegate Session

Why It Matters

Empowers students to lead, make decisions,
and shape the future of SkillsUSA Florida.

Students will:

» Assist in electing the State Officer team

- Understand the power of their vote

+ Have student voice in governance for
SkillsUSA Florida

Does not conflict with competition!

——
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Student Leadership
Opportunities- Courtesy Corps

* Team responsible for the behind-the-scenes logistics
and event management at SLSC.

- Deliver lunches, set up/ break down contest areas, assist with
registration, manage medalists at Closing Ceremony, escort
VIPs and other stakeholders, etc.

- $50 registration per person (students AND advisors)

- Includes meals while working, t-shirts, all-access conference
pass, and all other conference benefits and activities

- Register and stay at hotel with own school

- Competition — students are evaluated at SLSC for a
ﬁloce on the National Courtesy Corps team, traveling to
LSC all expenses paid, accommodations at Georgia
Tech University.

- Register by February 13, and required paperwork is due
February 20! All Courtesy Corps participants must
complete the required application to participate.

——
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Student Leadership
Opportunities- Glam Squad

- Cosmetology students who help get the State
Officer team stage-ready for the Opening and
Closing Ceremonies.

- Selected students will receive a small stipend at the
conclusion of the event to offset the cost of
materials

 Receive complimentary conference
registration, dinner Monday, and breakfast

Thursday.

« Does not interfere with any competitions —
contestants are encouraged to apply!

. Aﬁplications due by February 1- must include
photos showcasing their work

» https:/[form.jotform.com/213633520145042

——
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https://form.jotform.com/213633520145042

Student Leadership
Opportunities- Social Media
Ambassadors

« Student members who are responsible for
posting and monitoring content on our social
media channels during SLSC

« Receive training on responsible social media
posting and brand standards, complimentary
conference registration, meals when working

- Does not interfere with competition — contestants
are encouraged to apply!

« Applications due by February 1

» https://form.jotform.com/213634493960158

——
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https://form.jotform.com/213634493960158

More Conference Activities

« Aim Hire Professional Development

* The CareerExpo ==
 Champions’ Festivall SkillsUS\ .
* Expedition: SLSC S L
«Give and Grow Community Service ,

* Meet the Employer gW

 Advisor-Only Events and Activities
* NEW THIS YEAR: ADMINISTRATOR SUMMIT




Questions?

Next Topics:
What to Expect: Closing Ceremony
Pro Tips
Next Meeting



What to Expect

Closing Ceremony

- Thursday, April 2 from 8:30 AM to 11:30 AM

- Hyatt Regency Jacksonville Riverfront Grand Ballroom
- Doors open at 7:30 AM, show begins at 8:30 AM

« Contest or official attire is required to go onstage.

- Parents and other supporters will have designated
seating; seating will be open to all attendees and
parents and supporters can move closer to their
students 5 minutes before the show starts.

- Will be streamed live for free public viewing. Link will be
avadilable in the conference app once it is live.

- Photographers will capture photos onstage and outside
of the Ballroom.

-2026-2027 State Officers will be installed
- 2026 State Courtesy Corps team will be recognized

——
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What to Expect

Closing Ceremony

« Contests will be announced in a random order.
Gold, Silver, and Bronze medalist team/name and ==
school will be displayed onscreen and read by the SlallsUS\
announcer. @

- Medalists will proceed to stage left where they will
gather with the other medalists from their

competition. Leave personal items at your seat. 5 W“’ Iy,

- Attire will be verified and medalists will be led Y
onstage to receive their medal and take a photo
on the podium.

« They will then exit the theatre stage right and
proceed around to the Grand Ballroom Foyer to
retrieve and prizes and Intent to Enter forms.

YOUR FUTURE
2025-2026




What to Expect

Closing Ceremony

- Gold medalists will receive a QR code to the
Intent to Enter Form, which must be submitted by \ =
the end of the ceremony SkillsUSA .

- The Intent to Enter form claims their spot at the
national competition. They can also decline their
iInvitation with the same form.

- This is not an official registration. It will allow us to offer ng
any open spots to the next eligible contestant. U R

- Discuss with students in advance about their
plans for NLSC

- Mandatory meeting for NLSC delegation
immediately following the Closing Ceremony at
the Hyatt. Meeting will conclude by 1 PM.




Pro Tips

- Determine who will manage hotel reservations and check into
rooms.

« Determine how you will distribute your school’s materials.

- Have a printed list of your school delegation by advisor/

instructor - =

- Make a plan for departure (bus pick up, luggage storage) x
- Double-check tools/supply lists - avoid a late-night trip to SkillsUSA .

Walmart.

« Make sure students have resumes ready and printed and save
them to a flash drive/cloud.

« Review the SkillsUSA Code of Conduct on the way to Jacksonville.

« Make sure all students have advisor phone numbers.

« Consider Remind or similar.

- Review the schedule and find activities to fill downtime
(non-competing days).

 Talk to your students about their commitments, availability, and
parental permission to attend the national conference before
SLSC. NLSC is earlier than usual and will likely conflict with
graduation, etc. Schedule accommodations are not granted.

4




Next Meeting

« Championships Orientation for Advisors

« Feb 24 at 6 PMET, Feb 25 at 10 AM ET ==
+ Contest updates and information SkillsUS\ .
« Competition schedule and logistics review

« Conference overview
e Q&A

« Zoom link in conference guide and Chapter gv nuTns
Success Guide

NEXT: Championships Updates and Information




Championships Updates
and Information

(Extra things since the Contest Guide was published)

Regional Information

Updates to the Official Contest List
FACILITHON

How New Contests Are Born
Career and Technical Educator
General Contest Q&A




Regional Information

If you submitted an Intent to Enter form:

* You should have received an email from
your Regional Coordinator with information
on which contests will be held at regionals
and which will advance straight to the state
competition.

« You can register as many students as
iIndicated by your Regional Coordinator.

« Questions? Reach out to Regional
Coordinator or Jessica

——
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Regional Information

If you did not submit an Intent to Enter form in
the fall:

« Contact Jessica as soon as possible with the
contests you plan to enter students into. We
will make room for as many as we can, but
participation cannot be guaranteed.

——
SkillsUSA .
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Regional Information

Regional Contest Bank

« Resources to use for your students to ==
practice and/or to run in-house SkillsUS\ .
competitions.

 This is not an exhaustive list and will be built
on each yeadr and updated as capacity
allows.

« We welcome any projects
you use that you want to
share with other advisors!!

g YOUR FUTURE
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Updates to Official Contest List

Career and Technical Educator - high school
and postsecondary

 All regions - up to 2 per school and division

Power Equipment Technology - high school
and postsecondary

« Contact the State Office if interested

——
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Updates to Official Contest List

Middle School:

3D Visualization and Animation =

« Commercial sUAS Drone Technology Slall<US\

» Interactive Application and Video Game @
Design i |

* Quiz Bowl '

Florida-only Middle School: SCAN FOR ALL MIDDIS ChampllV

YOUR FUTzLolRE

 MRE Challenge
- Wedding Cake Design
 Promotional Poster




FACILITHON

Welcomel

: : =
Jim Zirbel SlallsUSA .

Peggy McCarthy
FACILITHON Contest Committee




How New Contests Are Born

« Application submitted to the national office with
supporting documentation by Dec. 3l.

» Determination by April to allow as a “Technical =

SkallsUS\ .

Demonstration” at NLSC in June.

- “Technical Demonstration” is invitation only, and not
eligible for prizes/medals.

« Presented to State Associations - at least 20 must
commit to run at state level to move to
“Demonstration” status for 2-3 years.

* Must show consistent participation with at least 15
states participating at national level.

- “Demonstration” contestants are eligible for prizes
and medals.

* May be granted official status in 2-3 years with
sustained participation.




CAREER AND TECHNICAL

EDUCATOR

NEW DEMONSTRATION CONTEST FOR 2026

Open to high school and postsecondary =
Evaluates a competitor’'s knowledge of the essential SkallsUSA .

skills of a Career and Technical Education (CTE)
Teacher, requiring participants to present Ny
instructional content in a clear, organized, and :
engaging manner. Competitors will also g/,amplﬂm
demonstrate their ability to _ YoUR FuTURE
design and deliver a developmentally [u] e, El

appropriate lesson plan within their
career pathway aligned to the
competitor’s course enroliment.




CAREER AND TECHNICAL

EDUCATOR

Competitor provides:

- A slide deck presentation. Any visual aids =
to support the lesson presentation (signs, SkillsUSA .

charts, slides, diagrams,
supplies/materials) must be .
prepared/provided by the competitor.

«+ Computer with HDMI cable and/or
necessary adapters to connect to the
HDMI port of the projector or TV

« Clicker (optionalg)

« SkillsUSA binder with all lesson plan
portfolio documentation




CAREER AND TECHNICAL
EDUCATOR

- Design and deliver a 7-10 minute
developmentally-appropriate lesson plan =
aligned with their career pathway and SkallsUS\ .
current course enrollment.

« Submit a portfolio that includes:
.+ Complete lesson plan aligned with CTE M'my(m)
standards g

YOUR FUT2LOIRE

 Slide deck presentation and any applicable
visual aids

« Supporting documentation, such as a knowledge
exam, skill assessments, and evaluation rubric.

- Participate in a Q&A/ Interview with judges




GENERAL CONTEST Q&A



