
2026-2027 
SkillsUSA Florida 

Branding Design Contest 
​

This year’s state theme:  

“Chase Your Storm” 

Design Packages Due By October 15, 2026! 

 

Shoutout to our 2025-2026 Winning Design from LaAsia Blain at South Tech Academies! 

 

Review this guide carefully. Requirements may change from year to year.



Welcome to the Branding Design Contest! 
SkillsUSA Florida serves students in career and technical education (CTE) programs by developing the personal, 
workplace, and technical skills grounded in academics needed for career success. Each year, student members are 
invited to create a cohesive design package that reflects the annual state theme, the state, and the organization.  

Designs are used for: 

●​ Conference T-shirts 
●​ Trading pins 
●​ Stage graphics 
●​ Event banners 
●​ Social Media 
●​ Marketing Materials 
●​ And more! 

Think like a brand designer. Your four deliverables should feel like parts of the same campaign, not four separate 
designs. Use consistent typography, colors, imagery, and style so that your design package tells one cohesive visual 
story. 

The winning design is selected by members through online voting and during the annual Fall Leadership 
Conference. SkillsUSA Florida has a reputation for high-quality student-produced designs, and we can’t wait to see 
what you come up with! 

 

Reminder: The Branding Design Contest is a separate contest and does not conflict with the Pin Design Contest, the 
T-Shirt Design Contest, or any other SkillsUSA Championships event at any level.  

Students are permitted to enter the Branding Contest and an additional contest included in the SkillsUSA 
Championships. Designs submitted for the branding contest may be used for the Regional, State, and National 
events, as desired. 

 

Timeline 
October 15  |  Submission Deadline 
October 15-23  |  Correction Period (if needed) 
October 23  |  Corrections Due 
October 29-November 5  |  Preliminary Online Voting 
November 6  |  Top 10 Announced 
November 9-11  |  Final Voting at the Fall Leadership Conference 
November 11  |  Winning Design Announced 



Before You Begin Designing 
Your design must… 

​Be original artwork 
​Reflect Florida 
​Reflect SkillsUSA and the annual state theme 
​Follow Brand Standards 
​Be scalable for poster size printing 

Your design may NOT… 
​Utilize AI-generated artwork or text (including your written explanation) 
​Contain clip art or copyrighted artwork 
​ Include identifying information 
​Use offensive or inappropriate material, either explicit or implied 
​Violate brand standards 

Design Package 
Your submission includes four elements that work together as one cohesive design package, including: 

1.​ Trading Pin Design 
2.​ T-shirt Design 
3.​ Banner Design 
4.​ Written Explanation of the Design Process 

1.​ Trading Pin Design 
Purpose: Pin trading is a huge part of the experience at the National Leadership and Skills Conference. 
Create an eye-catching and creative piece our members are proud to wear and trade! 

Required Components: 
●​ “SkillsUSA”, “Florida” or “FL”, and “2027” 
●​ Descriptions of any special elements or features: shape, finish, moving parts, dangles, etc. 
●​ Up to four (4) spot colors (CMYK only) with a color swatch. No gradient colors or shading. 
●​ Metal color must be identified so it does not count toward the 4-color maximum. Available colors: 

black, silver/nickel, and gold. 
●​ Maximum 1.5” at its widest point.  

Keep in Mind:  
●​ Avoid using any fine details, which may be lost in production. 
●​ Pins will be produced using soft or hard enamel production. Colors should be contained within a 

metal border as indicated in the design.  

⟸ Violation of 
these may 
result in 
disqualification 



2.​T-Shirt Design 
Purpose: The conference t-shirt is worn by attendees during the event and beyond. Designs should match 
the pin's style and color scheme, but should not be simply a different size version of it.  

Required Components: 
●​ “SkillsUSA”, “Florida” or “FL”, and “2027” 
●​ The annual state theme: “Chase Your Storm“ 
●​ The SkillsUSA Florida state logo and placement - sleeve, front chest, etc. 
●​ Up to four (4) spot colors (CMYK only) with a color swatch. No gradient colors or shading. 
●​ T-shirt color - select from Gildan Softstyle colors 
●​ Design placement: front, back, etc.  
●​ No larger than 8.5” wide by 11” tall (actual size). 

Keep in Mind:  
●​ It’s best to show your design on the outline of a shirt and on your desired t-shirt color on your 

submission. 

3.​Banner Design 
Purpose: The banner is printed for display at conferences and events throughout the program year, and 
used as the header for our newsletter and other conference-related publications. The banner should bring 
together all of the components of your design package and showcase your design skills. 

Required Components: 
●​ “SkillsUSA”, “Florida” or “FL”, and “2027” 
●​ The annual state theme: “Chase Your Storm“ 
●​ The SkillsUSA Florida state logo.  
●​ No larger than 8’ wide by 4’ tall (landscape orientation only). Include 1/2” bleed, if necessary.  

Keep in mind:  
●​ There is no limit to the number of colors used, or the use of gradient and shading; get creative! 
●​ Use CMYK or Pantone colors; no swatch is necessary. 

4.​Written Explanation of the Design Process 
Purpose: Help voters understand your design and design process. 

Required Components: Use your explanation to answer questions like: 
●​ What inspired your design? 
●​ How does it represent this year's theme? 
●​ How does it represent Florida? 
●​ How has SkillsUSA or CTE influenced your design? 

Keep in mind: 
●​ The explanation will be published as it is submitted with your design. Check spelling and grammar! 

https://catalog.companycasuals.com/p/3480_MilGreen


Brand Standards 
SkillsUSA’s brand standards help retain SkillsUSA’s image. Before using the SkillsUSA logo, download the official 
brand standards and logos here: https://skillsusa.photoshelter.com/index 

Some common mistakes: 
●​ “SkillsUSA” is one word. “Skills USA” is incorrect. 
●​ Don’t separate logo elements. 
●​ Use the official state logo. 
●​ Leave clear space around the logo. 

Submission Checklist 
Before submitting, confirm: 

​Landscape layout, 11” wide by 8.5” tall 
​Four color swatch included 
​Pin metal identified 
​Explanation completed 
​Correct file name: [Last Name].[School].pdf/png 
​PDF exported 
​PNG exported 
​Files uploaded and design package submitted! 

Check to make sure you receive a confirmation email once it’s submitted! 

Integrity Statement 
Voting should reflect the quality of the design, not the popularity of the designer or their school. Chapters and 
designers may encourage participation in voting but may not campaign for individual designs. Spam voting, bots, 
automation, duplicate voting, or publicly identifying individual designers may result in disqualification. 

Preliminary and Final Voting 
After You Submit: After submission, designers will be notified by email if their design is accepted, or needs 
corrections. Advisors will receive periodic updates regarding their students. If a design needs corrections, students 
have one opportunity to correct and resubmit, no later than 5 PM on Thursday, Oct. 23.  

Online Voting: Qualified designers and their Advisors will receive voting instructions for preliminary voting via 
email. Voting instructions will be sent to SkillsUSA Florida Advisors, and posted on social media. Preliminary voting 
will be live from Oct. 29 to Nov. 5. The top 10 designs, announced Nov. 6, will advance to the final voting. 

Final Voting: At the Fall Leadership Conference (FLC), the final round of designs will be printed poster size and 
displayed. Attendees will select the winning design, which will be announced at the Closing Ceremony of FLC on 
November 11. The winning student and instructor will receive instructions on sharing the design files, including 
fonts, backgrounds, and other supporting files. 

https://skillsusa.photoshelter.com/index


Awards and Recognition 
The first-place winner will receive complimentary registration to the State Leadership and Skills Conference and will 
be recognized during the Opening Ceremony. The winning designer will also receive up to 5 complimentary t-shirts 
and 10 pins for their personal use at the State or National Leadership and Skills Conference. 

Design Ownership 
By submitting a design, designers agree that their entries become the property of SkillsUSA Florida and that they 
relinquish any and all rights to compensation for the use of the design(s). Submitted designs may be used by 
SkillsUSA Florida for any purpose at any time, and SkillsUSA Florida reserves the right to make any adjustments to 
the submitted design after selection and before production. The first-place design will be used at the 2027 
SkillsUSA Florida State Leadership and Skills Conference in Jacksonville, FL, as well as at any other SkillsUSA events 
or activities. Participation and/or selection in the contest does not guarantee a minimum level of use or exposure. 

Resources 
Brand Standards and Logo download: https://skillsusa.photoshelter.com/index  

Previous winners: https://www.skillsusafl.org/branding-contest/  

Submission link: https://form.jotform.com/212144300360033  

Contact information: Jessica Graber, jgraber@skillsusafl.org, 850-284-8534 

https://skillsusa.photoshelter.com/index
https://www.skillsusafl.org/branding-contest/
https://form.jotform.com/212144300360033
mailto:jgraber@skillsusafl.org
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