
SkillsUSA Florida 2026-2027 
Statesman Information and Study Guide 

The purpose of the Statesman Award is to recognize the preparation, reflection, and communication of 
SkillsUSA’s mission and purpose, as well as civic and organizational knowledge. It is presented each year only 
during the Fall Leadership Conference.  

The Statesman is the highest honor a SkillsUSA Florida member can earn at the state level. Those who 
complete the requirements will be awarded a SkillsUSA Florida Statesman lapel pin and certificate of 
competition during the closing ceremony of Maximize.  

 

Successful Candidates demonstrate: 
​Knowledge of SkillsUSA 
​Civic responsibility 
​Ability to communicate professionally 
​Personal reflection and growth 
​Active participation during the Fall Leadership Conference 

To earn the SkillsUSA Florida Statesman Award, candidates must earn at least 85 points. 

Your Path to the Statesman 

REQUIREMENT WHY WHEN POINTS 

Framework Certification Preparation Before conference 20 

Statesman Knowledge Assessment Knowledge During conference 35 

Framework Story Reflection and Participation During conference 15 

Oral Assessment Communication and Application During conference 30 

 

NOTE: New this year, all attendees must be joined as SkillsUSA members to complete the 
pre-conference requirements. Membership is not required to submit conference registration, but is 
required to access specific resources in advance of the event.  
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THE FRAMEWORK CERTIFICATION 
Completion of the Framework Certification will provide conference attendees with the baseline knowledge 
they need to engage fully in workshops and sessions. All students and advisors participating in the 
conference must complete the Framework Certification in advance.  

DEADLINE Friday, November 6, 2026 at 11:50 PM ET 

WHERE TO ACCESS SkillsUSA Pathful (with membership) 

TIME REQUIRED 60 to 90 minutes, self-paced 

PASSING REQUIREMENT 80% or better on the final assessment (max 2 attempts) 

POINT VALUE 20 points (pass/fail) 

 

STATESMAN KNOWLEDGE ASSESSMENT 
The Statesman Knowledge Assessment measures knowledge in SkillsUSA, SkillsUSA Florida, government, and 
civics. The assessment is designed to evaluate understanding and application of key SkillsUSA, leadership, 
and civic concepts rather than simple memorization. The exam will be completed onsite at the conference. 
Only one attempt is allowed. Testing information will be provided to registered attendees. 

DEADLINE Tuesday, November 9, 2026 at Noon ET 

WHERE TO ACCESS Onsite at FLC 

TIME REQUIRED 45 to 60 minutes 

NUMBER OF QUESTIONS No more than 50 

STUDY GUIDE See Appendix 

PASSING REQUIREMENTS AND  
POINT VALUES 

90% - 100% = 35 points 
80% - 89% = 30 points 
70% - 79% = 25 points 
60% - 69% = 20 points 
50% - 59% = 10 points 
Below 50% = 0 points 
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FRAMEWORK STORY 
During the Framework Certification, you’ll learn how to craft your personal Framework Story.  The Framework 
Story is intended to help students reflect on how SkillsUSA and career and technical education have 
contributed to their personal and professional growth. Students who prepare and deliver their Framework 
Story will receive full credit for this requirement and are expected to be prepared and participate fully. 

DEADLINE Tuesday, November 9, 2026 at 4 PM ET 

WHERE TO ACCESS Onsite at FLC 

TIME REQUIRED 3 to 5 minutes 

AUDIENCE Your Conference Chapter 

POINT VALUE 15 points (pass/fail) 
 

LEADERSHIP CONVERSATIONS 
During FLC, Statesman candidates will have Leadership Conversations with our State Officers. State Officers 
will select one question from each of five conversation categories. Candidates are awarded points based on 
their responses. Candidates are not expected to answer using specific scripted language. Responses are 
evaluated based on understanding, application, and effective communication. 

DEADLINE Tuesday, November 9, 2026 at 9:30 PM ET 

WHERE TO ACCESS Onsite at FLC 

TIME REQUIRED 1 to 3 minutes per question, 5 questions total 

AUDIENCE A State Officer 

STUDY GUIDE See Appendix 

POINT VALUE 6 points per question: 
Correctly answers the question: 4 points 
Provides relevant example/explanation: 1 point 
Communicates clearly & professionally: 1 point 

 

Appendix 
Statesman Knowledge Assessment Study Guide 
Conversation Categories and Sample Questions 
Your Statesman Checklist 
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Statesman Knowledge Assessment Study Guide 
●​ SkillsUSA Foundational Knowledge 

○​ Mission 
○​ Pledge 
○​ Colors 
○​ Emblem 
○​ Executive Director 

●​ Leadership and Chapter Excellence 
○​ Program of Work purpose and categories 
○​ Official attire 
○​ Chapter Excellence Program 

●​ The SkillsUSA Framework 
○​ Components and Essential Elements 
○​ Application of Framework skills 

●​ Florida SkillsUSA 
○​ Your region and Regional Coordinator 
○​ State Director 
○​ State Conference Basics 

●​ Government and Civic Responsibility 
○​ Secretary of Education (federal), Chancellor of Career and Adult Education (state) 
○​ State and Federal Senators 
○​ State and Federal Representatives 
○​ Bill of Rights 
○​ Branches of government 
○​ The Strengthening Career and Technical Education in the 21st Century Act 
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Conversation Categories and Sample Questions 
1.​ SkillsUSA Knowledge 

a.​ Explain SkillsUSA’s mission in your own words. 
b.​ Describe one Essential Element of the Framework and why it is important 
c.​ What is the purpose of the Program of Work? 

2.​ Application of SkillsUSA Knowledge 
a.​ Describe a time when integrity was important at school, work, or SkillsUSA. 
b.​ A new member is nervous about joining SkillsUSA. How would you encourage them? 
c.​ Your committee is having a disagreement about running an upcoming event. What would you 

do? 
3.​ Personal Reflection 

a.​ How has your CTE program prepared you for your future? 
b.​ What has SkillsUSA taught you that you’ll use outside the classroom? 
c.​ Tell me about a leadership experience that challenged you. 

4.​ Civic Responsibility 
a.​ Why should skilled professionals stay informed about government and public policy? 
b.​ Is voting important? Why or why not? 
c.​ Why should students understand how government decisions affect education, specifically 

CTE? 
5.​ Chapter Leadership 

a.​ Describe an activity your chapter could do to serve your community. 
b.​ What advice would you give to a new SkillsUSA member? 
c.​ How can your chapter make new members feel welcome? 

 

Your Statesman Checklist 

​Complete Framework Certification 
​Study Knowledge Assessment topics 
​Prepare Framework Story 
​Practice Leadership Conversations 
​Participate in all conference activities 
​Earn 85+ points 
​Submit final sign-off sheet 
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